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And when, seven years later, after he had proved the sincerity of his words by service for free government on the bloodiest fields of the war, he was called to responsible administrative duties, he also proved his belief in a government of and by the people. He was a Unionist in the truest and best sense of the word, because he was a true Democrat.
So, too, during his service in Washington at the beginning of his career, Abraham Lincoln found in the young Brigadier-General of volunteers a strong and congenial soul, filled with the sincerest patriotism and enthusiasm for the Union. Ho was frequently sent for by the President for, consultation and for an interchange of views ; for the key-note of Lincoln's policy was the same idea which moved General Hancock in his course during and after the war. It was that the Union must be preserved ; first, by putting down armed rebellion at any cost ; secondly, by restoring the reign of law and establishing again free popular government in the South. Hancock was only carrying out the wise and patriotic policy of the martyred President in his administration in Louisiana and Texas when those who had opposed Lincoln turned their opposition also against the general who had been Lincoln!s friend,
It was such absolute confidence in General Hancock's loyalty to the ideas on which our constitutional government is based, that led the Democracy of the country to look to him as the proper leader of the party in the Presidential contest of 1868. Hef of all the major-generals in the army, had shown a strength of principle sufficiently stalwart to maintain the rights of the peoplef, say this day, to those among us who feel aggrieved: Your rights we will respect; your wrongs we will           you to redress ; but the government resulting
